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The House majority is in play next year after 
a weak GOP midterm showing 


Rep. David Schweikert, R-Ariz., hands out candy and flags at an Independence Day parade on 
Tuesday, July 4, 2023 in Phoenix. 


Associated Press 


Aruba Ostrich Farm 


Page 8 


Page 2 


Aruban snacks and where to find them 


Page 9 


From Front 


By JONATHAN J. COOPER 
Associated Press 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 
Republican 
Rep. 
David 
Schweikert used to win his 
wealthy, suburban Phoe- 
nix 
congressional 
district 
by nearly 30 points. Then 
Donald Trump was elected 
president, and his victories 
started shrinking. 
Schweikert, who won his 
last election by just 3,200 
votes, is now among the 
top 2024 targets for Demo- 
crats, who sense better- 
than-expected odds of re- 
taking the House majority 
they lost last year. 
After an anemic showing in 
the midterms, Republicans 
have virtually no cushion in 
their quest to retain control 
of the House, which was 
made all the more compli- 
cated by a surprise U.S. Su- 
preme Court decision last 
month that will likely bring 
two new safely Democratic 
districts. Democrats need 
to pick up just five seats to 
control the House. 
Republicans are counting 
on a strong showing from 
incumbents like Schweikert, 
one of 18 GOP lawmak- 
ers 
representing 
districts 
that supported Democrat 
Joe Biden for president in 
2020. Many are in upscale 
suburbs like Scottsdale that 
lean conservative but have 
rejected Trump and the 
party he now dominates. 
In contrast, only five Demo- 
crats represent districts that 
Trump won. “I’ve been Re- 
publican since JFK,” said 
Roy Ross, a 74-year-old re- 
tired oil company manager 
who registered as an inde- 
pendent when he moved 
to Schweikert’s district from 
Tennessee two years ago. 
“But the last two elections, 
I just said, ‘I can’t do that.’” 
Still, he said, “I can’t say 
that I’m hearing a lot from 
Democrats, either.” 
Schweikert’s fate in Arizo- 
na, and that of the GOP’s 
House majority, will come 
down to the decisions of 
voters like Ross. 
Other factors make for a 
volatile 2024 House land- 
scape and point to terrain 
much more favorable to 
Democrats than what they 
faced in last year’s mid- 


terms. Trump is the early 
front-runner for the GOP 
presidential 
nomination, 
which could drive up turn- 
out among his critics and 
force vulnerable Repub- 
licans to take uncomfort- 
able positions. And abor- 
tion, which helped power 
Democratic victories in the 
midterms, remains salient a 
year after the conservative 
majority on the Supreme 
Court eliminated the con- 
stitutional right to terminate 
a pregnancy. 
“Between 
overturning 
state-level protections for 
reproductive freedoms to 
prioritizing tax breaks for 
the wealthiest few and big 
corporations, 
vulnerable 
Republicans 
are 
signing 
their own pink slips ahead 
of next November’s elec- 
tion,” said Courtney Rice, 
a spokesperson for the 
Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee, the 
House Democrats’ cam- 
paign arm. 
Republicans see plenty of 
reasons for optimism. Look- 
ing to expand the playing 
field beyond the 18 districts 
that voted for Biden, Re- 
publicans are targeting 37 
other districts where they 
believe a Democratic in- 
cumbent is vulnerable. 
Two Democrats from swing 
districts — Reps. Elissa Slot- 
kin in Michigan and Katie 


Porter in California — are 
leaving their House seats to 
run for the Senate, improv- 
ing the odds for Republi- 
cans who won’t have to 
run against an incumbent. 
Biden’s lackluster popular- 
ity could be a drain on his 
party, and prices for gas, 
food and housing remain 
high. “Democrats are re- 
minding voters why they 
took away the Democrats’ 
gavels in the first place – 
extreme, 
unreasonable, 
and out of touch,” said 
Rep. Richard Hudson, chair 
of the National Republican 
Congressional Committee, 
the GOP’s House race arm. 
“Republicans are on of- 
fense, recruiting dynamic 
candidates and out-raising 
the Democrats, putting us 
in position to grow our ma- 
jority.” 
After Trump’s 2016 election, 
Schweikert’s district started 
trending toward the center 
as some voters who histori- 
cally backed Republicans 
reluctantly voted for Dem- 
ocrats or left their ballots 
blank. Redistricting ahead 
of the 2022 midterms ac- 
celerated the trend. 
Schweikert eked out a vic- 
tory of less than 1 percent- 
age point last year against 
a relatively unknown rival 
who got minimal support 
from national Democrats. 
Neither party will be ignor- 


ing the district this time 
around. Democrats have 
already started attacking 
Schweikert over abortion. 
The race has attracted in- 
terest from a crowded field 
of Democrats, with no obvi- 
ous front-runner. 
Schweikert 
has 
walked 
a fine line, managing to 
avoid 
associating 
too 
closely with Trump without 
jeopardizing his path to the 
GOP nomination. On abor- 
tion, he says he opposes it 
but believes it should be 
left to the states. 
“The 
parties 
have 
changed,” Schweikert said, 
describing 
the 
district’s 
shifting voting patterns be- 
tween conversations with 
doctors, entrepreneurs and 
a physicist at a neighbor- 
hood parade in Arcadia, 
one of Phoenix’s most pres- 
tigious 
enclaves. 
“These 
people want me to fixate 
on their prosperity and not 
the eccentricities of the vi- 
rus, the last election, those 
sorts of things.” 
The U.S. Supreme Court 
found last month that Ala- 
bama’s congressional map 
violated the Voting Rights 
Act, a ruling that will require 
the state to create a sec- 
ond majority-Black district 
that strategists in both par- 
ties believe will be safely 
Democratic. Thanks to the 
ruling, a similar process is 


likely to play out in Louisi- 
ana, giving Democrats an- 
other safe seat. 
In New York, Democrats are 
hopeful an ongoing lawsuit 
will allow them to draft a 
new political map that tilts 
in their favor. An appeals 
court on Thursday ordered 
new congressional lines to 
be drawn, though Repub- 
licans pledged to appeal. 
But Republicans have the 
advantage in North Caro- 
lina, where conservatives 
recently took the major- 
ity of the state Supreme 
Court and are expected 
to draw new maps that 
favor the GOP. The U.S. 
Supreme Court just reaf- 
firmed the court’s power 
to get involved.Control of 
the House will largely come 
down to staunchly red or 
blue states that won’t get 
much attention from presi- 
dential campaigns. 
More than half of the 18 
Republican-held 
districts 
that Biden won are in New 
York and California, two 
states that defied the mid- 
term Democratic success- 
es in much of the rest of the 
country. Most of the rest 
are scattered around the 
West — two in Arizona and 
one each in New Mexico 
and Oregon. 
Strategists who work on 
House races believe sev- 
eral factors were behind 
Democrats’ 
struggles 
in 
New York and California, 
states they usually domi- 
nate. They say voters there 
were uniquely drawn to 
Republican messaging tar- 
geting crime and home- 
lessness and, as residents of 
states staunchly supportive 
of abortion rights, were less 
swayed by fears of losing 
access. 
Republicans 
still 
see crime and homeless- 
ness as potent issues, along 
with immigration. 
“There 
are 
two 
public 
policy issues that look as 
though they could domi- 
nate next year’s election, 
abortion and immigration,” 
said Dan Schnur, a former 
Republican strategist who 
now teaches politics at 
three California universities. 
“Both of the parties are not 
only vulnerable on one of 
those issues but don’t ap- 
pear to have any clue as to 
how to deal with them.”q 
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Rep. David Schweikert, R-Ariz., holding his one-year-old son Matthew, speaks at an Independence 
Day parade on Tuesday, July 4, 2023 in Phoenix. 
Associated Press 
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By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
A misplaced naval ship in 
California. Overlooked col- 
lege students in New York 
City. Missed inmates in Tex- 
as. These are some of the 
reasons why the two most 
populous states and the 
largest city in the U.S. filed 
last-minute requests for cor- 
rections to their 2020 cen- 
sus figures right before the 
deadline at the end of last 
month. 
California, 
Texas 
and New York City were 
joined by a dozen and a 
half other stragglers, includ- 
ing Illinois and New Orleans, 
that made down-to-the- 
deadline appeals over the 
numbers that help deter- 
mine political power and 
the annual distribution of 
$2.8 trillion in federal fund- 
ing. 
In total, nearly 200 requests 
for corrections were filed by 
local, state and tribal gov- 
ernments through two pro- 
grams started by the U.S. 
Census Bureau to give gov- 
ernments opportunities to 
have their population totals 
reviewed and corrected if 
need be. If successful, any 
corrections will be applied 
only to future population 
estimates used for the rest 
of the decade in determin- 
ing federal funding. They 
can’t be used to change 
how many congressional 
seats each state was allot- 
ted during the apportion- 


ment process, nor for the 
data used for redrawing 
political districts. That’s too 
bad for some cities and 
states not to mention the 
two major political parties 
fighting over every foot of 
territory in a closely divided 
nation. If the Democratic- 
leaning state of New York 
had counted 89 more resi- 
dents the equivalent of a 
small apartment building’s 
tenants in New York City 
during the 2020 census, it 
wouldn’t have lost a con- 
gressional seat. Among Re- 
publican-controlled states, 
Texas had been expected 


to gain three additional 
congressional seats instead 
of the two it gained after 
the 2020 census. 
In one of the most unusual 
reasons given for a correc- 
tion request, sailors on an 
aircraft carrier in Southern 
California may have been 
assigned to the wrong city’s 
population because of the 
location of the ship’s slip. 
Here’s a look at some of 
the last-minute requests for 
corrections made by states 
and cities: 
CALIFORNIA 
The slip-up, so to speak, re- 
portedly took place on the 


aircraft carrier USS Abra- 
ham 
Lincoln. 
California 
officials believe its more 
than 5,000 crew members 
were wrongly assigned to 
San 
Diego’s 
population 
total instead of neighbor- 
ing National City’s figures. 
Although part of the ship 
is located in San Diego, of- 
ficials said what matters is 
where crew members get 
off and on the ship: the part 
of Naval Base San Diego in 
National City. 
“Kansas doesn’t have this 
problem,” said H.D. Palmer, 
deputy director of external 
affairs for the Department 


of Finance in California, the 
most populated U.S. state 
with 39 million residents. 
California officials also con- 
tend that almost 10,000 col- 
lege students and inmates 
were overlooked during the 
census. They were among 
the most difficult to count 
as campuses closed and 
prisons were locked down 
at the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, which coincid- 
ed with the beginning of 
the head count. The Cen- 
sus Bureau created a sep- 
arate program to handle 
these challenges. 
California officials said they 
waited until the deadline to 
make their filings because 
they wanted to first see if 
local municipalities would 
file requests. 
ILLINOIS 
Illinois, the sixth most popu- 
lous U.S. state with 12.5 mil- 
lion residents, was one of 
six states that had under- 
counts of its population, 
according to the Census 
Bureau. In his correction re- 
quest, Gov. JB Pritzker didn’t 
specify how many people 
he believes were missed 
but cited the bureau’s es- 
timate of almost 2% of the 
population. 
Among 
the 
omissions 
were 
residents 
in nursing homes, dorms, 
homeless shelters, residen- 
tial treatment facilities and 
jails, Pritzker said in one of 
two letters submitted to the 
Census Bureau.q 


The sun sets behind the New York skyline, Sunday, Nov. 13, 2022, as seen from Calvary Cemetery. 


Associated Press 


Even the most populous places are pushing for U.S. census 
corrections 


DOJ urges judge to not postpone Trump’s classified documents trial 


By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Justice Department urged 
a judge Thursday to re- 
ject Donald Trump’s ef- 
forts to postpone his clas- 
sified documents trial, say- 
ing there was no basis for 
an “open-ended” delay 
sought by his lawyers. Fed- 
eral prosecutors last month 
proposed a Dec. 11 trial for 
Trump, who is charged with 
37 felony counts related to 
the mishandling of classi- 
fied documents at his Mar- 
a-Lago estate, though the 
actual date will be up to 
the judge. Trump’s lawyers 


countered this week with 
a request for a delay. They 
did not propose a specific 
date but said the case con- 
cerned novel legal issues, 
and proceeding with a trial 
within six months is “unrea- 
sonable” and would “result 
in a miscarriage of justice.” 
On Thursday, prosecutors 
on special counsel Jack 
Smith’s team responded 
by asking U.S. District Judge 
Aileen Cannon to not post- 
pone the trial beyond the 
December date they rec- 
ommended. 
They rejected the idea that 
any of the legal arguments 
the defense intends to raise 


requires postponement of 
the trial, saying they’ve al- 
ready produced grand jury 
transcripts and unclassified 
witness statements. They 
said that in the next week, 
they will produce witness 
statements for interviews 
conducted through June 
23, or two weeks after the 
indictment was returned. 
Though the defense law- 
yers had said a continu- 
ance was necessary be- 
cause they hadn’t yet re- 
ceived classified evidence 
in the case, prosecutors 
noted that as of Thursday, 
only two of the attorneys 
have submitted an appli- 
cation for a security clear- 
ance that would enable 
them to access such evi- 
dence. q 


Former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event, 
Saturday, July 8, 2023, in Las Vegas. 
Associated Press 
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By JUAN A. LOZANO 
Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — Houston 
plans to spend millions of 
dollars to relocate residents 
from neighborhoods locat- 
ed near a rail yard polluted 
by a cancer-linked wood 
preservative that has been 
blamed for an increase in 
cancer cases, the city’s 
mayor announced Thurs- 
day. 
Texas health officials in 
2019 identified a cancer 
cluster in Houston’s histori- 
cally Black Fifth Ward and 
Kashmere Gardens neigh- 
borhoods. A second clus- 
ter was identified in 2021. 
Health officials have found 
higher rates of respiratory 
cancers as well as child- 
hood cancers, including 
acute lymphoblastic leuke- 
mia. 
Residents and local officials 
have long blamed the high 
number of cancer cases 
on contamination from a 
Union Pacific rail yard near 
both neighborhoods. Creo- 
sote, which has been as- 
sociated with an increased 
risk of contracting cancer, 
was used for more than 
80 years at the site until 
the 1980s. City officials say 
the 
contamination 
has 
reached the groundwater 
in the neighborhoods. 
In September 2022, the 
Houston 
Health 
Depart- 
ment announced that test- 
ing of surface soil samples 
from around the Union Pa- 


cific rail yard found dioxin, 
a highly toxic chemical 
compound associated with 
cancer and other health 
risks. 
Mayor Sylvester Turner said 
the city has spoken with 
Union Pacific for months 
about 
helping 
relocate 
residents, but the company 
has indicated it wants to 
wait until additional testing 
is complete. Testing of the 
area through a consent or- 
der from the Environmental 
Protection Agency is set 
to be conducted through 
September, with the results 
scheduled to be released 


by December. 
Union Pacific “has an open 
invitation to help fund this 
(relocation) effort and to 
participate in this process, 
if they so choose. But they 
not only have a legal obli- 
gation, they have a moral 
obligation. 
How 
many 
more families do you need 
to see suffer? How many 
more children must die be- 
fore they have a moral ob- 
ligation to step in?” Turner 
said during a news confer- 
ence. 
In a statement, Union Pacif- 
ic said additional testing is 
“required to accurately de- 


termine the true extent and 
source of contamination in 
the neighborhood. Reloca- 
tion should be based on a 
human health risk assess- 
ment.” 
Union Pacific said it’s fo- 
cused on the community’s 
safety, and it has “made 
measurable progress with 
on-site clean-up since ac- 
quiring the property in a 
1997 merger and are com- 
mitted to finishing the job.” 
Residents of the neighbor- 
hoods say they have long 
felt their concerns for their 
health and safety have 
been ignored by the rail- 


road company and by lo- 
cal officials. 
Pamela Matthews, 61, who 
has lived in the Fifth Ward 
neighborhood since she 
was 5 years old, said Thurs- 
day was the one-year an- 
niversary of her mother’s 
death from cancer. Her 
brother is currently fighting 
cancer. Her family home is 
two blocks from the Union 
Pacific rail yard. 
“My kids, my grandkids, 
that was the family home. 
We put everything we had 
vested into that property 
and we made it through 
and we were happy and 
we had God and we didn’t 
think for one second that 
we were at risk,” Matthews 
said during Thursday’s news 
conference. 
Turner said relocating fami- 
lies from among the 100 
properties that have been 
affected by the contami- 
nation could cost up to $26 
million. The city is looking at 
internal as well as federal 
funding to help pay for the 
relocation program, which 
will be put together by a 
strike force made up of 
health, housing and com- 
munity development offi- 
cials. 
No timetable was given for 
when the relocation pro- 
cess could be completed. 
Turner said the relocation 
effort will extend beyond 
his administration as his final 
term as mayor concludes 
at the end of December.q 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN and 
COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 
HELSINKI (AP) — President 
Joe Biden on Thursday 


said it is “irresponsible” of 
a Republican senator from 
Alabama to block confir- 
mation of military officers 
in protest of a Defense De- 


partment policy that pays 
for travel when a service 
member has to go out of 
state to get an abortion or 
reproductive care. 
“He’s jeopardizing U.S. se- 
curity by what he’s doing,” 
Biden said of Sen. Tommy 
Tuberville. “It’s just totally ir- 
responsible in my view.” 
More than 260 nominations 
are stalled by Tuberville, 
including Biden’s pick for 
the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, America’s 
top military officer. The U.S. 
Marine Corps is currently 


without a confirmed leader 
for the first time in a centu- 
ry because of the block. It 
also affects scores of one-, 
two- and three-star officers 
who are assigned to new 
base commands. 
“I’d be willing to talk to him 
if I thought there was any 
possibility of changing his 
ridiculous position,” Biden 
said during a press confer- 
ence with the president of 
Finland. 
Biden traveled to Finland 
as a show of support for the 
new NATO member, fol- 


lowing the NATO summit in 
Lithuania this week. 
“The idea that we’re inject- 
ing into fundamental for- 
eign policy decisions what, 
in fact, is a domestic social 
debate on social issues is 
bizarre,” Biden said. 
There were also efforts at 
the Pentagon to encour- 
age Tuberville to drop his 
opposition. 
The 
senator 
told reporters later Thurs- 
day that he had just spo- 
ken with Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin and expected 
to speak with him again.q 


Houston to spend millions to relocate residents living near polluted 
Union Pacific rail yard 


A prop skeleton dressed iin a “Creosote Killed Me” T-shirt sits in the middle of the seating during 
a community meeting put on by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, held at the 
Deluxe Theater Tuesday, May 3, 2022 in Houston. 


Associated Press 


Republican senator should drop his 
‘irresponsible’ protest 


Sen. Tommy Tuberville, R-Ala., a member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, talks to reporters at the Capitol in 
Washington, May 16, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By KAREEM CHEHAYEB and 
ABDULRAHMAN ZEYAD 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi of- 
ficials defended Thursday a 
deal inked this week to bar- 
ter oil for gas with Iran, say- 
ing it does not violate U.S. 
sanctions on Tehran but will 
help alleviate a worsening 
electricity crisis in Iraq. 
The remarks come as the 
government in Baghdad 
struggles to balance be- 
tween its two key allies, 
Washington and Tehran. 
A previous arrangement in 
which Iraq was buying gas 
from Iran and paying dollars 
for it was held up because 
Washington 
declined 
to 
approve sanctions waivers. 
That in turn led Iran to cut 
the gas supply, triggering 
severe power shortages in 
Iraq. 
After decades of electric- 
ity shortages because of 
war, corruption and mis- 
management, oil-rich Iraq 
has become heavily reliant 
on imported Iranian gas to 
meet its electricity needs. 
The shortages in recent 
months are in part due to 
U.S. restrictions on transfer- 
ring funds to Iran. 
Imports from Iran are es- 
pecially vital during the 
scorching summer months 


when Iraqis are forced to 
pay for private diesel gen- 
erators or suffer through 
temperatures 
that 
often 
exceed 50 degrees Celsius 
(122 degrees Fahrenheit). 
Washington has granted 
some exemptions to its 
sanction on Iran over Teh- 
ran’s disputed nuclear pro- 
gram to allow Iraq to meet 
its energy needs. 
On Tuesday, Iraqi Prime 
Minister Mohammed Shia 


al-Sudani announced the 
barter deal with Iran but 
warned that Washington 
still has not granted a waiv- 
er for Baghdad to pay $11 
billion it currently owes to 
Tehran, leaving the mon- 
ey trapped in Iranian ac- 
counts in the state-owned 
Trade Bank of Iraq. 
As a result, he said Iran had 
cut its gas exports since 
the beginning of July, and 
Baghdad’s supply has de- 


clined by over 50%. After 
the barter deal, al-Sudani 
said the “supply of Iranian 
gas has resumed” and 
would “return to the same 
quantities as previously.” 
According to a senior po- 
litical official close to al- 
Sudani’s government, the 
barter agreement would 
see Iraq send 250,000 bar- 
rels of crude oil to Iran daily. 
The official spoke to The As- 
sociated Press on condition 


of anonymity to discuss the 
deal. The official said U.S. 
sanctions would not be vio- 
lated because they apply 
to financial transactions — 
and not barter deals. Still, 
Iraq has not officially noti- 
fied Washington of the ar- 
rangement, he said. 
The U.S. State Department 
did not immediately re- 
spond to requests for com- 
ment. There was no imme- 
diate comment from Teh- 
ran. Washington has been 
concerned 
about 
Iran’s 
relationship with Iraq, es- 
pecially with large number 
of Iran-backed groups in 
its government and parlia- 
ment. 
The United States in late 
2022 tightened measures 
on Iraq accessing its for- 
eign reserves housed in the 
Federal Reserve, after sus- 
pecting money was being 
transferred to Iran, Syria, 
and other sanctioned enti- 
ties. The move led to a drop 
in the value of the Iraqi di- 
nar and a spike in public 
anger in Iraq. 
Yesar Al-Maleki, an analyst 
at the Middle East Eco- 
nomic Survey, said cash- 
strapped Iran has been 
putting pressure on Bagh- 
dad to urge Washington for 
waivers. q 


By JULIA FRANKEL 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Thou- 
sands of protesters gath- 
ered outside the main U.S. 
diplomatic office in Tel 
Aviv Thursday night, calling 
upon the U.S. to condemn 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu’s plan to overhaul 
the country’s judiciary. 
The gathering came days 
after President Joe Biden 
called members of Netan- 
yahu’s 
far-right 
govern- 
ment “extreme” and said 
that supporters of Israel’s 
West Bank settlements were 
“part of the problem.” 
Netanyahu’s 
allies, 
who 
comprise the most far-right 
Israeli 
government 
ever, 
have proposed a series of 


changes to the Israeli legal 
system aimed at weaken- 
ing what they say are the 
excessive powers of un- 
elected judges. The pro- 
posed 
changes 
include 
giving Netanyahu’s allies 
control over the appoint- 
ment of judges and the 
power to overturn court de- 
cisions they do not support. 
Protesters say the plan will 
destroy the country’s frag- 
ile system of checks and 
balances and concentrate 
power in the hands of Ne- 
tanyahu and his allies. 
Protesters, who are now 
in their seventh month of 
demonstrations, fear that 
Netanyahu’s plans will strain 
Israel’s close alliance with 
the U.S. Standing outside 


the U.S. Embassy Branch 
Office, they waved Ameri- 
can 
flags 
and 
LGBTQ+ 
pride flags and brandished 
signs reading “SOS” and 
“Mayday!” The overhaul 
has drawn consternation 
from Biden and American 
Jews. On Sunday, Biden 
told CNN that Israel’s cur- 
rent government has some 
“of the most extreme mem- 
bers” he has ever seen and 
criticized their support for 
West Bank settlements, built 
on occupied lands sought 
by the Palestinians for a 
future state. He also urged 
Netanyahu to show “mod- 
eration” with the judicial 
overhaul. Israeli hardliners 
rejected Biden’s criticism. 
National Security Minister It- 


amar Ben-Gvir, a firebrand 
settler leader, said that Isra- 
el is “no longer another star 
in the American flag.” 
Biden has so far declined 
to invite Netanyahu to the 
White House, normally a 
standard courtesy extend- 


ed to Israeli leaders. Israel’s 
figurehead president, Isaac 
Herzog, is set to visit Wash- 
ington next week, and has 
been invited to address a 
joint session of Congress on 
July 19 to celebrate Israel’s 
75th anniversary.q 


Water buffaloes swim near the Nihran Bin Omar oil field north of Basra, Iraq, Wednesday, March 
22, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Iraqi officials are defending a barter deal with Iran 


A man waves Israeli and U.S. flags during a protest against plans 
by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s new government to 
overhaul the judicial system, outside of the U.S. Embassy Branch 
Office in Tel Aviv, Israel on Thursday, July 13, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Thousands protest outside U.S. offices 
in Tel Aviv 
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By ASHOK SHARMA and RISHI LEKHI 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — Schools and colleges were closed after record monsoon rains led to 
massive waterlogging, road caves-in, collapsed homes and gridlocked traffic in large 
parts of northern India, killing more than 100 people over two weeks, officials said Thurs- 
day. 
At least 88 people died, 42 of them in the past five days, and more than 100 were in- 
jured in the worst hit-mountainous Himachal Pradesh state where cars, buses, bridges 
and houses were swept away by swirling flood waters, a state government statement 
said. The region is nearly 500 kilometers (310 miles) north of New Delhi. 
Twelve people have died of rain-related incidents since Wednesday in Uttar Pradesh 
state, said Shishir Singh, a state government spokesman. 
Nine of them drowned, two died after being struck by lightning and one was killed by a 
snake bite, Singh said. 
One person died in New Delhi and four were killed in the Indian-controlled section of 
Kashmir, officials said. 
Authorities used helicopters to rescue nearly 300 people, mostly tourists, who were 
stranded in the Chandertal area in Himachal Pradesh state since Saturday. q 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The United Nations’ 
top court on Thursday re- 
jected a case brought by 
Nicaragua in a decades- 
long dispute with Colom- 
bia over maritime borders 
and entitlements in the 
Caribbean. 
The 
Interna- 
tional Court of Justice dis- 
missed Nicaragua’s bid to 
gain economic rights over 
an area of the Caribbean 
Sea that lies more than 200 
nautical miles (230 statute 
miles, 370 kilometers) from 
its shores. 
Nicaragua wanted the in- 
ternational court to review 
the limits of its continental 
shelf, and determine new 
maritime 
boundaries 
for 
the Central American na- 
tion. 
Colombia already claims 
exclusive economic rights 
in much of the area that 
lies to the east of Nicara- 
gua’s 200 nautical mile 
boundary. Bogota argued 
that there is no precedent 
for extending a country’s 
200-nautical-mile 
zone, 
when it clashes with that of 
another nation. 
Members of Colombia’s le- 
gal team hugged in court 
after the ruing, and Presi- 
dent Gustavo Petro tweet- 
ed that it was “a great vic- 
tory for Colombia in The 
Hague.” 


He added that he hoped 
the ruling “ends the con- 
troversy over our borders, 
and we will now focus on 
the sustainable develop- 
ment of our archipelago.” 
The area has long been 
claimed by both countries, 
and 
Nicaragua 
gained 
fishing rights over a big por- 
tion in a 2012 ruling by the 
world court in The Hague. 
But Colombia’s navy has 
continued to patrol the wa- 
ters, which are also used by 
drug traffickers. Colombia’s 


maritime claims are linked 
to its sovereignty over the 
San Andres and Providen- 
cia Archipelago, which lies 
about 700 kilometers (435 
miles) north of Colombia’s 
Caribbean coast but only 
110 kilometers (68 miles) 
from Nicaragua’s coast. 
The world court’s presi- 
dent, Joan E. Donoghue, 
said that a country’s right 
to claim a continental shelf 
beyond the 200-nautical- 
mile limit cannot “extend 
within 200 nautical miles 


from the baselines of an- 
other state.” The baselines 
are points on land from 
which the continental shelf 
is measured. 
“Nicaragua is not entitled 
to an extended continen- 
tal shelf within 200 nautical 
miles from the baselines of 
San Andres and Providen- 
cia,” Donoghue said. 
The decision means the 
world court didn’t have to 
review maritime boundar- 
ies between Colombia and 
Nicaragua, established by 


the court in a 2012 ruling, 
which have been under 
dispute for the past two de- 
cades. 
The leader of Nicaragua’s 
delegation, 
Carlos 
José 
Argüello Gómez, said that 
his country would study the 
judgment “because it has 
consequences in a very 
large 
and 
complicated 
area.” But he added that 
“in 
principle, 
obviously, 
whatever the court said, 
Nicaragua will comply with 
it.” Under international law, 
coastal states have sov- 
ereignty over waters ex- 
tending 12 nautical miles 
beyond 
their 
coastlines. 
They have exclusive eco- 
nomic and environmental 
rights over the seabed and 
waters that extend up to 
200 nautical miles beyond 
their coast. However, some 
countries have tried to ob- 
tain jurisdiction over un- 
derwater features that lie 
beyond that limit, by prov- 
ing that these features are 
connected to their conti- 
nental shelves that is the 
shallow seabed that ex- 
tends beyond the coast. 
A 1928 treaty between Co- 
lombia and Nicaragua rec- 
ognized Colombia’s sover- 
eignty over the islands of 
San Andres and Providen- 
cia, and gave Colombia 
economic rights over most 
of the waters around San 
Andres. q 


Nicaragua’s agent Carlos Jose Arguello Gomez, left, greets Colombia’s agent Eduardo Valencia 
Ospina, right, at the World Court in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, July 13, 2023, where the 
United Nations’ highest court delivered its judgment in a long-running maritime border dispute 
between Nicaragua and Colombia. 


Associated Press 


U.N. court rejects Nicaragua’s case in a long-running maritime 
dispute 


People living along the banks of the river Yamuna sit at a 
flooded underpass in New Delhi, India, Thursday, July 13, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Record monsoon rains have killed more than 100 people in 
northern India 
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Discover the Art of Sunday Brunch: 
Tara Lounge at Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort Unveils a New Culinary 
Experience Crafted by Elements’ Executive Chef Alexander Powell 


(Oranjestad)—Bucuti & Tara Beach 
Resort, acclaimed as the #18 Best 
Hotel in the World and #1 in the Ca- 
ribbean on TripAdvisor, is excited 
to announce a new Sunday Brunch 
experience served exclusively at 
the resort's Tara Lounge every Sun- 
day from 11:15 AM to 3 PM. The 
brunch, personally curated by Ex- 
ecutive Chef Alexander Powell, will 
offer a unique combination of ex- 
quisite flavors and a mesmerizing 
ambiance, right in the heart of the 
award-winning resort. 


The Tara Lounge offers an inviting 
indoor setting fully air-conditioned, 
as well as an outdoor deck, both 
providing the perfect ambiance 
for an intimate dining experience. 
For $110 per couple (only $55 per 
person) diners can savor an ar- 
ray of tantalizing offerings, includ- 
ing fine artisanal cuts, delectable 
crêpes, shrimp cocktail, broiled 
salmon filet, fine Argentinean beef 
tenderloin, New York-style cheese- 
cake, and much more. The meal 
is beautifully complemented by a 
full bottle of our signature celebra- 
tory Champagne, Veuve Ambal 
Crémant de Bourgogne, adding a 
bubbly touch to this gastronomic 
journey. Reservations are required 


due to limited seating, and the 
experience is exclusive to adults 
(18+). 


A Culinary Maestro Shaping Brunch 
Delights 
Executive Chef Alexander Powell 
is an acclaimed culinary artist with 
over two decades of experience in 
the industry. As a graduate of the 
esteemed New York Restaurant 
School, Chef Powell honed his skills 
under the tutelage of Michelin- 
starred chef Jean George Vong- 
erichten. He played a crucial role 
at Jean George's JoJo restaurant 
in New York City, contributing sig- 
nificantly to the achievement of a 


coveted three-star rating from the 
New York Times. His culinary prow- 
ess was further honed during his 
tenure at the EDITION Hotel in Mi- 
ami, where he worked closely with 
Jean-Georges in developing spe- 
cial dining experiences. His eclec- 
tic background and international 
culinary exposure bring a unique 
richness to his creations, which he 
now applies daily to the interna- 
tionally acclaimed Elements Res- 
taurant. 


The brunch menu is a testament 
to Chef Powell's innovative ap- 
proach, highlighting his attention 
to detail. "Every dish we serve is a 


marriage of my years of culinary 
experience and the vibrancy of 
fresh ingredients," said Chef Pow- 
ell. "At the Tara Lounge, we have 
the perfect venue to deliver this 
incredible brunch experience, dis- 
tinct from our regular offerings at 
Elements 
Restaurant. I’m excited for our 
customers and guests to immerse 
themselves in this unique experi- 
ence." 
For reservations, visit: https://www. 
elementsaruba.com/ or call +297 
583-1100 ext 3. 


About Elements Restaurant 
Elements Restaurant is an award- 
winning 
restaurant 
located 
at 
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, Aruba. 
Recognized by TripAdvisor's 2021 
Travellers Choice Awards as the 
Number 2 restaurant in the world 
for Date Night and honored with 
the Wine Spectator Award of Ex- 
cellence, Elements is renowned 
for its globally-inspired fare crafted 
from natural, organic, and locally- 
sourced ingredients. For more in- 
formation about Elements Restau- 
rant, please visit www.elementsa- 
ruba.com.q 


Blackstone Beach 


(Oranjestad)—Named af- 
ter its most recognizable 
feature, 
the 
Blackstone 
Beach almost represents 
the opposite of the typical 
Aruban beaches. For one, 
it has black sand and is 
covered in black smooth 
stones. Secondly, it lies on 
the northern side of the is- 
land, away from the white 
sandy beaches of in the 
southern region. So, if you 
feel up for something differ- 


ent—or if it’s opposite day, 
visit the Blackstone Beach. 


Blackstone Beach shows 
the more natural side of 
Aruba: the stones that cov- 
er the beaches and the 
shape of it has been craft- 
ed for thousand years via 
volcanic eruptions, coral 
reef movements and wave 
activity of the rural northern 
part of the island. 


Located further east to the 
Natural Bridge and Andi- 
curi Beach, the Blackstone 
Beach is relatively easy 
to access. Once you get 
passed the Ayo Rock For- 
mation, take the Andicuri 
road leading up to Andicuri 
Beach. 


There, you can park your 


car and take a 1km hike 
towards Blackstone Beach. 


This beach forms part of the 
Arikok National Park and is 
therefore a site that is pre- 
served. This is why it is also 
relatively 
untouched 
by 
commercial influences. De- 
spite being called a beach, 
do note that it is not ad- 


vised to swim in the water, 
as the current is very strong 
and can easily stray you 
further in the wild ocean. 
However, you can still en- 
joy a spectacular view of 
the stones and the northern 
ocean that stretches out 
in front of the beach and 
take a picture with your 
friends or family!q 


ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va- 
cation picture while enjoy- 
ing our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is ……. Send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation 
memory. 
Isn’t 
that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, 
Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 


Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and 
Facebook 
page! 
Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again. 
For today we received a 
lovely message from Kelly 
Coffey 
She wrote to us saying; 
“The memories of joy with 
my incredible family. We 
have made so many mem- 
ories over the years, shar- 
ing with many.. from hon- 
oring the memory of mom 
to celebrating the college 
graduation of my daugh- 
ter. My heart is here. Thank 
you Aruba, and the fabu- 
lous people of this amazing 
island..you all are blessed.” 


Thank you for sending us this 
wonderful message sharing 
what Aruba means to you 
with us and our readers!q 
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Matividiri– One of the most entertaining 
vacation activities is a visit to the Ostrich 
Farm, a popular stopover on most island 
jeep tours. 


Locals and visitors enjoy the guided 
ostrich tour at the farmand features a 
well-stocked locally crafted and pro- 
duced Art Boutique. The highlight of the 
visit is always the fun interaction with 
the resident ostriches and emus, includ- 
ing a trip to the incubators and the bird 
kindergarten,housing baby ostriches, 
baby emus, chicken and ducks, and 
even a land turtle! 
It was a National Geographic moment 
when on cue Mr. Ostrich flapped his 
wings excitedly and poked around the 
ground with his bill, triggering Mrs. Os- 
trich who ran around in circles, flapped 


her wings and also poked around, be- 
fore collapsingon the ground in a heap 
of feathers, allowing him to mount her, 
shaking, winding and spiraling his head 
in all direction! 
Mr. Ostrich concluded his unexpected 
performance with a loud honking, his 
eyes rolling, then got up in a huff to non- 
chalantly strut away, leaving his wife 
and the scrutiny of our cameras. It was 
a surprise reality TV moment, and not 
usually included in the regular program. 
Feeding the Ostriches is however always 
on the program, and they are eternally 
hungry, and fun! 
Tours are available daily every half hour 
from 10– 3pm. No reservations needed 
for small groups. q 


Matividiri 57, Open daily 
from 10:00 AM till 4:00 PM 
Telephone: 5859630 
For more information go to the website: 
www.arubaostrichfarm.com 


The Ostrich Farm 


Aruba to me 
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Aruban snacks and where to find them 


ORANJESTAD — Want to taste something dif- 
ferent for a change? How about some Aruban 
snacks that you can find all around the island? 
Hop in your car, and go to these locations to 
find some of the most popular and tasty snacks 
that are beloved by our locals. 


One of the staples of Aruban cuisine and snacks 
is the Pastechi. Pastechi is a Caribbean fried 
pastry that is filled with cheese, meat, chick- 
en, veggies and sometimes even fish! Or per- 
haps you might want to try a croquette, locally 
called a “kroket,” which is a crusty fried snack 
with typically a meat and dough mix filling. The 
Aruban kroket is based on its Dutch counter- 
part, the “bitterbal”. 


These two snacks are typically found in all local 
snack trucks, which can be found all over the 


island, including on the side of the main road 
that stretches from San Nicolas to the Hotel 
Area. You can also find pastechis and krokets 
at local bakeries and snack shops, like Bright 
Bakery in Piedra Plat, Huchada in Santa Cruz or 
Pastechi House in the city center. These places 
may also sell other snacks and sandwiches too, 
perfect for on-the-road lunch break. 


While you’re at it, why not accompany your 
snack with a refreshing “batido”? Batidos are 
fruit shakes, typically made with added milk for 
some creaminess. However, you can also ask 
to hold the milk. Batidos are commonly found 
in snack shops too. You may find some batido 
shops next the flee markets downtown, or if 
you’re on your way to San Nicolas, at Mauchi 
Smoothies and Juice Bar in Savaneta (located 
at the side of the main road). 


If you are looking for something a bit more fresh 
and healthy, why not try some coconuts, or 
shaved ice from local vendors? These vendors 
carry their little shop at the back of their truck, 
so they are ever-moving around the island. 
However, there are a few spots where you can 
almost always find a coconut/shaved ice ven- 
dor: 


1. Right next to the Red Anchor in San Nicolas, 
on the way to Baby Beach. 
2. Along the main road next to the airport field. 
3. At the California Light House. 
4. At the Alto Vista Chapel. 


These vendors may also sell other delights, like 
the beloved coconut-based dessert “cocada” 
or peanuts. All in all, in Aruba, you can always 
find some place to take a break and have a 
bite of something local, you maybe just might 
have to look for them! 


Photo credit: wheninaruba.com 
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Episode 20 
A Nobel Native Heart II 


A slave for who his freedom 
was purchased by the Fis- 
cal of the church of Alto 
Vista in Noord. 
This slave was telling about 
his trip over the Atlan- 
tic Ocean and how he 
reached Curacao: “There 
are good and bad people 
on this world,” Crisostomo 
started saying: “That one 
sad day these bad people 
armed with sabers and 
rifles came to our small vil- 
lage, Arabs slave traders, 
who were grabbing any- 
one they set for to trade 
them for gold at port. They 
broke in to my farm and 
into our house. They de- 
stroyed everything in it and 
had us chained up”. Crisos- 
tomo had to stop telling for 
a while for all emotions re- 
turns with sad memories: 


“We were treated worse 
than animals, made us walk 
the old road to the port. 


After an hour walking we 
could hear that more peo- 
ple was joining our group 
guarded by some twenty 
armed men. There I could 
see that the plateau below 
was filled with many people 
lined up in chains. Woman 
and children separated of 
the men. Approaching the 
multitude we could start 
hearing the noise mixed 
with crying and begging 
for compassion. I could not 
watch how they were bru- 
tally whipped and others 
were freed of their suffer- 
ing with a shot. All this cre- 
ated a paralyzing shock. 
Flabbergasted and totally 
terrorized we had no other 
choice than to survive and 
keep together. 


I could count over two 
hundred people, captives, 
traders and hundreds of 
camels packed with dates, 
salt and others carried 


bags full packed with resin 
for incense on their heads. 
We followed behind this 
enormous trading caravan 
that soon left us behind. 
Our group was getting larg- 
er by the day.We reached 
the outskirts of the port city 
of Oran at dark. The ago- 
nizing trip took us five and 
a half days which I have 
made in two day many 
times before. The cargo 
caravan 
camped 
town 
two days before, close to 
a lake where we all had to 
enter, where all the animals 
were drinking, it was a bless- 
ing having a chance wash- 
ing up and clean ourselves 
a bit before they took us 
through the city. There we 
reached the plaza and 
loaded 
immediately 
on 
a ship packed all ready 
with people to be shipped 
out to the new continent. 
Many people died during 
the long march” 


Crisostomo was transport- 
ed on a ship called the 
Jupiter, along with 2,000 
other slaves to Curacao, 
40 or more slaves were lost 
at sea, from which many 
jumped in to the ocean 
to be swallowed by the 
waves. “If it was not for Mr. 


Miguel to have freed me,” 
Crisostomo says, probably 
they would have killed him 
in Curacao. 


All 
this 
revelation 
was 
heard by Father Pedro 
Ramirez, a Catholic priest 
who lived in Caracas, who 
occasionally visited Aruba. 
Since he could understood 
some French, he could fig- 
ure out wat happened to 
Crisostomo`s son and wife. 


The following year Father 
Pedro Ramirez wrote a let- 
ter to Crisostomo telling 
him that in Caracas he 
had found his son Anasta- 
cio and that he would 
send him by ship to Aruba 
so that they could reunite 
again. Anastacio could not 
wait for him to reunite with 
his father and to tell his sto- 
ry, how he had arrived by 
boat to La Guajira where 
the priest Francisco bought 
his freedom and gave him 
a place to live in the mon- 
astery in Caracas. 


One year after Crisostomo 
re-encountered his son, a 
ship sailing out of Maraca- 


ibo en route to the Domini- 
can Republic, ran aground 
in the South Western part 
of the island. People of 
Noord came over to give 
assistance. Among the 
passengers 
was 
certain 
Mr. Morales, a Colombian 
gentleman, together with 
his family and two servants. 
They all were taken to the 
town of Noord. One of the 
servants who were travel- 
ing with the Mr. Morales 
and family was Crisosto- 
mo’s wife and Anastacio's 
mother Helena Petronilia. 
This is how an Algerian fam- 
ily reunites in here on our 
happy island. 


Meanwhile, the ship had 
been repaired, ready to 
continue its voyage to the 
Dominican Republic with 
all its passengers. Morales 
and his family proposed to 
Crisostomo and Anastacio 
to travel with them. There, 
he gave Helena Petronilia 
back to Crisostomo, and 
they lived happily together 
again.q 


Source; Island Insight col- 
umn by Etnia Nativa. 
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Short history of the beginnings of baseball in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Baseball 
was played on the island 
of Aruba in the 1930’s, but 
only by United States ex- 
patriates working for LAGO 
and living inside the LAGO 
colony. Jim Bluejacket, the 
legendary US Indian who 
had played in two major 
league teams, worked for 
LAGO during 14 years and 
was a key factor in the 
growth of the popularity of 
the game in the colony. 
There is no record of Blue- 
jacket ever playing outside 
the colony. 


Outside the colony, the 
game of baseball was in- 
troduced to Aruba by Ven- 
ezuelan immigrants and 
sailors on the Venezuelan 
fishing boats that used Aru- 
ba as their home port. They 
formed pick-up teams and 
played games on Sundays 
on an open field behind 
what is now the Court of 
Justice. One of the Venezu- 
elans that comes to mind is 
Felix Garrido, grandfather 
of our current Prime-Minis- 
ter. 


In the late 30s the leader of 
this group was Raúl Apari- 
cio, a cousin of Luis Apari- 
cio who is now enshrined in 
the Hall of Fame in Cooper- 
stown. The Aparicios were 
evidently very good at 
sports. Raúl had two broth- 
ers who also played base- 
ball, René and Roman. 
Rosendo, his only brother 
who did not play baseball 
became 
a 
professional 
soccer player in the Ven- 
ezuelan league. Rosendo 
was nicknamed “Cabeza 
de oro” (golden head) for 
a memorable header he 
scored to win a game for 
his team. 


Interestingly, it was in Aruba 
that Luis Aparicio played 
his first game outside of 
Venezuela. This took place 
in 1950 when he played 
shortstop for the school he 
attended. Later he played 
for “Cabimas” in a double- 
header of the Venezuelan 
Western League. These of- 
ficial games of the league 
were 
authorized 
to 
be 
played in Aruba by the 
Professional Baseball Or- 
ganization of Venezuela. 
Several others who played 


in those games have also 
been enshrined. 


Luis Aparicio’s father was 
the super popular Luis “El 
Grande” (the great one) 
after 
whom 
the 
base- 
ball stadium in Maracai- 
bo is named. He and his 
brother owned the pro- 
fessional baseball teams 
“Gavilanes” 
which 
later 
became 
the 
“Aguilas”, 
and the “Cabimas”. 


In the early ‘40s, another 
group, mostly immigrants 
from the Dominican Re- 
public also became very 
active with pickup teams. 
Some of these remained 
active in baseball well into 
the early ‘50s; as umpires, 
managers even as players. 
Among these were Nestor 
“Pantin” Guerrero who also 
had a musical band. Per- 
haps not so coincidentally, 
many of Pantin’s players 
were also musicians. Luthai 
Pantophlet who umpired 
many years was a well- 
known drummer. Gaston 
Hazel was a bongo player; 
José Bryson and the broth- 
ers Nicholson, Teddy and 
Julio, all played several in- 
struments. 


In San Nicolas, baseball 
was played on the grounds 
next to where the LAGO 
Sport Park (now Laveist 
Sport Park) was officially in- 
augurated in March 1941. 


During 
the 
WWII 
years, 
baseball got a big lift from 
the influx of Puerto Rican 
and US soldiers stationed 
here. As LAGO was play- 
ing a very important role in 
the struggle against Hitler, 
it was able to get all the 
sports equipment needed 
here to allow more people 
to participate. 


In the ‘40s only the Lago 
Sports 
Park 
organized 
baseball 
championship 
games. The first teams to 
participate were Artraco, 
(Aruba Trading Co.), Esso 
Garage and Botica San 
Lucas. In 1945 Venezuelan 
employees of the Lago re- 
finery participated under 
the name of “Cafenol”, a 
very popular Venezuelan 
coffee brand. Two other 
groups of Venezuelan im- 


migrants formed the teams 
“Cerveceria” (named after 
the iconic team Cervece- 
ria Caracas), and “Ven- 
ezuela”, although not all 
members of these teams 
were Venezuelans. This was 
also the year that the team 
sponsored by Roxy Café 
started to play as “Dodg- 
ers”. 
Dodgers became the dom- 
inant baseball powerhouse 
till the 1950s. 


Other teams that entered 
the baseball scene in the 
late 
1940s: 
Pepsi 
Cola 
(Oranjestad) and St. Thom- 
as Boys (former students of 
St. Thomas College, Oran- 
jestad). “Baby Ruth” in 
San Nicolas played initially 
under the name “Camel” 
and 
“Barnes` 
Ramblers” 
the only team consisting of 
Lago Colony players to par- 
ticipate in the Lago Sport 
Park championships. “Red 
Rock Cola” was formed in 
Oranjestad in 1950. 
In 1952 the team Pepsi 
Cola became “Nesbitt’s” 
and had players of seven 
countries, 
including 
two 
American 
expats 
from 
Lago Colony. 


In 1950 a group of promi- 
nent members of the Aru- 
ba 
community 
founded 
the Amateur Baseball Bond 
of Aruba (ABBA) to give 
structure to the manage- 
ment of the sport and be- 
came the organizers of of- 
ficial championship games. 
While maintaining the exist- 
ing teams in a league that 
was referred to as A-class, 
ABBA 
established 
a 
B- 
class league in which the 
“Budweiser’ and “Braves” 
played the first years. 
By 1952 Aruba became a 
member of the Internation- 
al Amateur Baseball Asso- 
ciation and fielded a team 
managed by Joe Proterra, 


(former pitcher of “Barnes’ 
Ramblers”), that would play 
for the first time ever in the 
Amateur Baseball World 
Series that took place in 
Havana, Cuba in Septem- 
ber. Surprisingly, Aruba won 
two of its six games and 
became the darling of the 
Havana fans. Nell Harms 
of the Aruban team was 
named the “Outstanding 
player of the week” for his 
performance against Hon- 
duras. He allowed just two 
hits, struck out 15 and hit 
the only homerun of the 
game. Joe Cambria, the 
famous scout for the Wash- 
ington 
Senators 
offered 
him a contract, but Nel 
was not interested, but the 
next year, at the Amateur 
Baseball World Series in Ca- 
racas, Venezuela, Nel and 
Ruben Phillips did sign and 
in 1954 they played profes- 
sional baseball the Geor- 
gia-Florida League and the 
Texas-New Mexico League. 
They were the first Arubans 
to play professionally, but 
not the only ones. 


During the games in Ha- 
vana, contacts were made 
with the organizers of Little 
League Baseball in Cuba 
which eventually resulted 
in the introduction of Lit- 
tle League in Aruba. Little 
League of Aruba has been 
extremely successful: It has 
produced many players 
who earned baseball schol- 
arships at universities in the 
United States, a few who 
played professionally in the 
Netherlands and different 
countries in the Caribbe- 
an and five who reached 
the major leagues: Calvin 
Maduro, Eugene Kingsale, 
Radhames Dijkhoff, Sydney 
Ponson, and Xander Bo- 
gaerts one of the brightest 
stars of Boston Red Sox. 


Written by Mr. Clyde Harms 
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By SAM KEMMIS of Nerd- 
Wallet 
It’s not just you: Shopping 
for airfare is harder than 
ever. Choosing between 
basic economy and regu- 
lar economy fares and 
navigating 
add-on 
fees 
makes booking more com- 
plicated, and that’s no 
accident. Airlines are har- 
nessing lessons from a still- 
emerging academic field 
known as behavioral eco- 
nomics to nudge custom- 
ers into spending more. 
“Behavioral 
economics 
was developed by incor- 
porating ideas from psy- 
chology into standard eco- 
nomic theories,” says Cait 
Lamberton, a professor of 
marketing at the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Wharton 
School. “If you see a deal 
that is available for only 
a short amount of time, 
and you pay more than 
you usually would, stan- 
dard economics would say 
you’ve made an irrational 
decision. Behavioral eco- 
nomics says that no, what 
your brain is doing is re- 
sponding to scarcity.” 
These seemingly irrational 
choices are called “bi- 
ases,” many of which can 
affect how we shop. For 
example, “loss aversion” 
makes us hyper-sensitive 
to losing money and more 
likely to buy something like 
trip protection. The “decoy 
effect” makes us more like- 
ly to choose between two 
suboptimal options when 
a third, even worse option 
is presented. For example, 
airlines may offer a decoy 
like an expensive premium 
ticket with fewer ameni- 
ties, which may make the 
cheaper premium ticket 
with more benefits look 
more appealing. 
Airlines are well aware of 


Travelers use the kiosk by the ticketing gate as they prepare for 
travel from Love Field airport, May 19, 2023, in Dallas. 


Associated Press 


How behavioral economics can help 
you save on airfare 


these tendencies and how 
they drive our decisions. So 
to save money on flights, 
customers need to under- 
stand how the airfare shop- 
ping experience has been 
engineered to exploit our 
biases. 
DON’T BUY BECAUSE EV- 
ERYONE ELSE IS 
Airlines will use a technique 
called “social proof” to up- 
sell certain products, such 
as trip protection, by sug- 
gesting that many other 
travelers are adding it to 
their itineraries. Yet these 
marketing tactics don’t of- 
fer much real-world value 
for consumers, according 
to experts. 
Lamberton explains that 
those messages during the 
checkout process, like the 
number of people who 
have insured their trip to- 
day, shouldn’t sway your 
decision to purchase be- 
cause they often lack con- 
text. “Is that a lot of people 
or a few people?,” she 
says. 
BE PREPARED FOR ADD-ON 
FEES 
Another bias that should 
ring true for anyone try- 


ing to buy an airline ticket: 
“decision fatigue.” That is, 
we tend to make worse 
decisions when we have to 
make several of them in a 
row. 
This airline or that? Early 
flight or later? Pay for a 
window seat? Pay now for 
a checked bag? Upgrade 
to 
premium 
economy? 
With each decision, our 
ability to make ideal choic- 
es diminishes. 
“Once I’m four or five clicks 
into purchasing this, the 
price has changed com- 
pletely,” Lamberton says, 
suggesting that airlines will 
withhold information until 
later in the process, when 
consumers are less likely to 
start over. 
Indeed, a 2020 study pub- 
lished in Marketing Sci- 
ence found that custom- 
ers made suboptimal de- 
cisions when prices were 
“dripped” throughout the 
checkout process, largely 
because of their unwilling- 
ness to start over. 
Overcoming decision fa- 
tigue isn’t easy. Realizing 
a flight is more expensive 
than you imagined and 
then starting over takes 
time and energy, so con- 
sider booking flights at a 
time when you’re not in a 
rush and you can spend 
more time doing compari- 
son shopping. 
“If you want to overcome 
these biases, you will have 
to slow down and give 
yourself the space to pay 
attention to these things,” 
Lamberton suggests.q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle: Tel. 586 8181 
Aloe : Tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE 
CANAVERAL, 
Fla. 
(AP) — The Webb Space 
Telescope is marking one 
year of cosmic photo- 
graphs with one of its best 
yet: the dramatic close-up 
of dozens of stars at the 
moment of birth. 
NASA unveiled the latest 
snapshot Wednesday, re- 
vealing 50 baby stars in a 
cloud complex 390 light- 
years away. A light-year is 
nearly 6 trillion miles (9.7 tril- 
lion kilometers). 
The region is relatively small 
and quiet yet full of illumi- 
nated gases, jets of hydro- 
gen and even dense co- 
coons of dust with the deli- 
cate beginnings of even 
more stars. 
All of the young stars ap- 
pear to be no bigger than 
our sun. Scientists said the 
breathtaking shot provides 
the best clarity yet of this 
brief phase of a star’s life. 
“It’s like a glimpse of what 
our own system would 
have looked like billions 
of years ago when it was 
forming,” NASA program 
scientist Eric Smith told The 
Associated Press. 
Smith pointed out that 
the starlight visible in the 


The first anniversary image released Wednesday, July 12, 2023, by Space Telescope Science 
Institute Office of Public Outreach, shows NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope displaying a star 
birth like it’s never been seen before, full of detailed, impressionistic texture. The subject is the Rho 
Ophiuchi cloud complex, the closest star-forming region to Earth. 
Associated Press 


Webb Space Telescope reveals moment of stellar 
birth, dramatic close-up of 50 baby stars 


image actually left there 
390 years ago. On Earth 
in 1633, Italian astronomer 
Galileo Galilei went on trial 
in Rome for saying that the 
Earth revolved around the 
sun. The Vatican in 1992 
acknowledged 
Galileo 
was wronged. 
This cloud complex, known 
as Rho Ophiuchi, is the 
closest star-forming region 
to Earth and is found in the 
sky near the border of the 
constellations 
Ophiuchus 


and Scorpius, the serpent- 
bearer and scorpion. With 
no stars in the foreground 
of the photo, NASA not- 
ed, the details stand out 
all the more. Some of the 
stars display shadows indi- 
cating possible planets in 
the making, according to 
NASA. 
It “presents star birth as 
an 
impressionistic 
mas- 
terpiece,” NASA Adminis- 
trator Bill Nelson said in a 
tweet.Webb the largest 


and most powerful astro- 
nomical observatory ever 
launched into space has 
been churning out cosmic 
beauty shots for the past 
year. The first pictures from 
the $10 billion infrared tele- 
scope were unveiled last 
July, six months after its lift- 
off from French Guiana. 
It’s considered the succes- 
sor to the Hubble Space 
Telescope, orbiting Earth 
for 33 years. A joint NASA- 
European Space Agency 
effort, Webb scans the uni- 
verse from a more distant 
perch, 1 million miles (1.6 
million kilometers) away. 
Still ahead for Webb: As- 
tronomers hope to behold 
the earliest stars and gal- 
axies of the universe while 
scouring the cosmos for 
any hints of life on planets 
outside our solar system. 
“We haven’t found one of 
them yet,” Smith said. “But 
we’re still only one year into 
the mission.”q 
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By LINDSEY BAHR AP Film 
Writer 
Eds: UPDATES: Recasts hed. 
Resends a story that first 
moved in May. With AP 
Photos. Adds photos from 
London premiere. ; AP Vid- 
eo. 
The day Christopher No- 
lan 
called 
Cillian 
Mur- 
phy about his new film, 
“Oppenheimer,” 
Murphy 
hung up the phone in dis- 
belief. 
The Irish actor, though a 
regular presence in Nolan 
films going back almost 
two decades, had always 
been a supporting player. 
This time, Nolan wanted 
him to lead. 
“He’s so understated and 
self-deprecating and, in 
his very English manner, 
just said, ‘Listen, I’ve writ- 
ten this script, it’s about 
Oppenheimer. I’d like you 
to be my Oppenheimer,’” 
Murphy, 46, told The Associ- 
ated Press earlier this year. 
“It was a great day.” 
For Murphy, it is never not 
exciting to get a call from 
Nolan. It’s just hard to pre- 
dict if he’s going to. He 
knows there are some mov- 
ies he’s right for and some 
movies he isn’t. 
“I have always said publicly 
and privately, to Chris, that 
if I’m available and you 
want me to be in a movie, 
I’m there. I don’t really care 
about the size of the part,” 
he said. “But deep down, 
secretly, I was desperate to 
play a lead for him.” 
Murphy first met Nolan in 
2003. He was brought in to 
screen test for Batman not 
just the movie, the charac- 
ter. Murphy knew he wasn’t 
right for the Dark Knight, 
but he wanted to meet the 
man who’d directed “In- 
somnia” and “Memento.” 
They hit it off and Murphy 
got to tap into a sinister 
intensity to play the cor- 
rupt psychiatrist Dr. Crane/ 
Scarecrow, who would go 
on to appear in all three 
films. Nolan would also call 
on Murphy to be the con- 
flicted heir to a business 
empire in “Inception” and 
a traumatized soldier in 


“Dunkirk.” 
“We have this long-stand- 
ing 
understanding 
and 
trust and shorthand and re- 
spect,” Murphy said. “It felt 
like the right time to take on 
a bigger responsibility. And 
it just so happened that it 
was a fing huge one.” 
Soon after the phone call, 
Nolan flew to Dublin to 
meet Murphy and hand 
him a physical copy of the 
script, which he devoured 
right there in Nolan’s hotel 
room. It was, he said, the 
best he’d ever read. 
Then the scale of it started 
to sink in. 
This would be a film about 
the charismatic and con- 
troversial theoretical physi- 
cist who helped create 
the atomic bomb. Op- 
penheimer and his peers 
at Los Alamos would test it 
on July 16, 1945, not know- 
ing what was going to hap- 
pen. There was a non-zero 
chance that the heat from 
the explosion could set off a 
chain reaction that would 
ignite the atmosphere and 
literally set the world on fire. 
It didn’t, but several weeks 
later 
the 
United 
States 
would drop those bombs 
on the Japanese cities of 


Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
killing tens of thousands of 
people and leaving many 
with lifelong injuries. Soon, 
the United States was at 
work to strengthen its nu- 
clear arsenal, developing 
plans to work on an even 
more catastrophic weap- 
on: the hydrogen bomb. 
As Nolan has said, “Like it or 
not J. Robert Oppenheimer 
is the most important per- 
son who ever lived.” 
“Oppenheimer,” 
which 
opens in theaters on July 
21, features a starry cast 
including Emily Blunt as Op- 
penheimer’s wife Kitty, Matt 
Damon as the man who 
hired Oppenheimer for the 
job at Los Alamos, Robert 
Downey Jr. as a founder of 
the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission and many more 
rounding out the pivotal 
players in and around this 
tense moment in history. 
“You realize this is a huge 
responsibility. He was com- 
plicated and contradic- 
tory and so iconic,” Murphy 
said. “But you know you’re 
with one of the great direc- 
tors of all time. I felt confi- 
dent going into it with Chris. 
He’s had a profound im- 
pact on my life, creatively 


and professionally. He’s of- 
fered me very interesting 
roles over and I’ve found 
all of them really challeng- 
ing. And I just love being on 
his sets.” 
Murphy continued: “Any 
actor would want to be 
on a Chris Nolan set, just 
to see how it works and to 
witness his command of 
the language of film and 
the mechanics of film and 
how he’s able to use that 
broad canvas within the 
mainstream studio system 
to make these very chal- 
lenging human stories.” 
Over the years, Murphy has 
come to appreciate that 
with Nolan there’s always 
something deeper to dis- 
cover than what’s literally 
on the page. “Dunkirk,” he 
recalled, was only 70 pag- 
es and there wasn’t much 
to his character, not even 
a name. 
“He said, ‘Look, let’s figure 
it out together and you and 
me can find an emotional 
journey for the character.’ 
And we did it. We did it out 
in the water on that boat. 
That comes from trust and 
respect,” Murphy said. “I’m 
really proud of that perfor- 
mance.” 


As with all Nolan endeav- 
ors, secrecy around “Op- 
penheimer” is vitally im- 
portant. Murphy loves the 
“old-fashioned approach” 
that builds interest and an- 
ticipation. 
“There’s an awful lot to talk 
about when we can talk 
freely,” Murphy said with a 
smile. 
The difference from oth- 
er Nolan originals, even 
“Dunkirk,” is that “Oppen- 
heimer” is rooted in histori- 
cal fact and actual tran- 
scripts. You can read the 
book it’s based on, Kai Bird 
and Martin J. Sherwin’s Pu- 
litzer Prize-winning “Ameri- 
can Prometheus: The Tri- 
umph and Tragedy of J. 
Robert 
Oppenheimer.” 
You can watch the 1981 
documentary “The Day Af- 
ter Trinity” on The Criterion 
Channel. 
And you can try to parse 
Nolan’s words for clues. 
He’s talked about recre- 
ating the Trinity test, the 
fascinating 
paradoxes, 
the twists, turns and ethi- 
cal dilemmas; for him, the 
story is cinematic and both 
dream and nightmare. But 
ultimately, it’s something 
that just needs to be seen. 
“The question will be how 
Chris presents it,” Murphy 
said. “I think people will be 
very surprised and wowed 
by what he does. Anything I 
say will just seem a bit lame 
as compared to seeing this 
in an IMAX theater.” 
The time for discussions will 
be after the movie comes 
out. But Murphy did offer 
up that they worked hard 
to get Oppenheimer’s look 
right, from the narrow sil- 
houette to the pipe and the 
porkpie hat. Oppenheimer, 
he said, “seemed aware of 
his own potential mytholo- 
gy.” But, again, those con- 
versations will have to wait. 
“I’m really proud of the 
movie and I’m really proud 
of what Chris has achieved. 
This was, for sure, a special 
one, 
certainly 
because 
of the history with me and 
Chris. We were not walking 
around the set high-fiving, 
but it did feel special.q 


This image released by Universal Pictures shows Cillian Murphy as Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer in 
a scene from “Oppenheimer,” left, and physicist Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer on the test ground 
for the atomic bomb near Alamogordo, N.M., on Sept. 9, 1945. 
Associated Press 


Cillian Murphy, playing Oppenheimer, finally gets to lead a 
Christopher Nolan film 
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By WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
Gabby Douglas, the first 
Black woman to win the 
Olympic all-around gym- 
nastics title, is taking aim at 
the 2024 Games in Paris. 
Douglas announced on her 
Instagram page Thursday 
that she is making a come- 
back attempt, a dozen 
years after her triumph in 
London in 2012 and eight 
years after her last compe- 
tition, the 2016 Olympics in 
Rio de Janeiro. 
“I wanted to find the joy 
again for the sport that 
I absolutely love doing,” 
Douglas posted. “I know I 
have a huge task ahead 
of me and I am beyond 


grateful and excited to get 
back out on the floor.” 
The now 27-year-old Doug- 


las also posted video of 
herself practicing uneven 
bars, her signature event. 


Douglas 
is 
the 
second 
Olympic champion in re- 
cent weeks to say they are 
pointing toward Paris. 
Simone Biles, who won the 
all-around gold in Rio and 
was teammates with Doug- 
las on the five-woman U.S. 
squad that cruised to the 
team gold in Brazil, is return- 
ing to competition at the 
U.S. Classic in Chicago in 
early August. 
Douglas has yet to outline a 
timeline for when she might 
be ready to join what will 
be a very crowded field 
to make what could be a 
loaded American team un- 
der the rings next summer. 
Douglas could petition USA 
Gymnastics for a spot at 


the U.S. Classic. She had 
not done that as of Thurs- 
day afternoon but still has 
ample time to do so. There 
is no petition deadline for 
the event, set for Saturday, 
Aug. 5 at NOW Arena in the 
Chicago suburbs. Douglas 
became one of the faces 
of the 2012 Olympics after 
her brilliant performance in 
the all-around final helped 
her 
become 
the 
third 
straight American woman 
to claim the biggest title in 
her sport. She became a 
crossover star in the after- 
math, winning AP Female 
Athlete of the Year in 2012, 
writing her autobiography 
and having her life story 
turned into a TV movie.q 


BELLEVILLE-EN-BEAUJOLAIS, 
France (AP) — Ion Izagirre 
emerged victorious from 
an absorbing mid-moun- 
tain Tour de France stage 
which started with a flurry 
of attacks that lasted to the 
end on Thursday. 
The Cofidis rider posted his 
second career Tour stage 
win in the 12th stage. 
The 169-kilometer (105-mile) 
stage took riders across the 
Beaujolais vineyards on a 
route with two big climbs in 
the second half of the trek. 
The first two hours of racing 
were furious, with several 
dozen riders dropped over 
the first 25 kilometers. 
Izagirre attacked from a 
group of strong and expe- 
rienced breakaway riders 
in the final climb the brutal 
ascent of the 5.3-kilome- 
ter Col de la Croix Rosier. 
Tucked in an aerodynam- 
ic position, the Basque 
rider took all the risks in 
the downhill, then used 
his strong time trial skills to 
thwart his rivals’ chase after 
a tremendous 31-kilometer 
solo effort. 
“It’s 
incredible. 
For 
the 
whole Tour so far I tried to 
break away and it didn’t 
work out but today, yes,” 
he said. “I was confident in 
my strength. I knew that if 


I earned enough lead, my 
adversaries wouldn’t have 
me in sight and it would 
play in my favor.” 
It was also the second 
stage win for a Basque rider 
after Pello Bilbao claimed 
Stage 10. 
“It’s a very Basque Tour de 
France. It started at home 
for us and we took two 
stage wins,” said Izagirre, in 
reference to the Tour start 


from the Spanish town of 
Bilbao this year. 
Mathieu Burgaudeau was 
second in the stage, and 
Matteo Jorgenson com- 
pleted the podium. 
Izagirre’s previous Tour win 
was in 2016 in the Alpine 
town of Morzine. He’s also 
won stages at the Giro 
d’Italia and Spanish Vuelta. 
There were no major chang- 
es in the general classifica- 


tion. 
Jonas 
Vingegaard 
kept his 17-second lead 
over two-time champion 
Tadej Pogacar after the 
rivals remained together 
throughout the day. Jai 
Hindley remained in third 
place, lagging 2 minutes, 
40 seconds off the pace. 
The fight for the yellow jer- 
sey is expected to resume 
on Friday on the ascent of 
the Grand Colombier, a 


mammoth climb in the Jura 
which concludes the 13th 
stage. 
It took a long time for the 
break to form on a route 
with 
constant 
ups 
and 
downs, after a high-speed 
crash involving David De La 
Cruz and Quentin Pacher 
split the peloton in two. The 
Spanish rider abandoned, 
joining his Astana-Qaza- 
qstan teammates Luis Leon 
Sanchez and Mark Caven- 
dish on the list of withdraw- 
als. 
Pogacar and Vingegaard 
rode at the front and were 
among the most attack- 
ing of the leading group 
alongside the fiery Mathieu 
van der Poel and Wout van 
Aert. 
Dylan Teuns and Tiesj Ben- 
oot finally managed to go 
clear after 65 kilometers as 
the leading pack entered 
the Beaujolais wine region. 
The pace did not slow 
down and riders were scat- 
tered everywhere. 
The Belgian pair was joined 
by a dozen rivals as the at- 
tackers finally managed to 
open a decent gap. The 
breakaway included one- 
day classic specialists, giv- 
ing it a great chance to 
succeed.q 


Spain’s Ion Izagirre celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the twelfth stage of the Tour de 
France cycling race over 169 kilometers (105 miles) with start in Roanne and finish in Belleville-en- 
Beaujolais, France, Thursday, July 13, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Ion Izagirre soloes to victory in lively Tour de France stage as 
Vingegaard keeps overall lead 


U.S. gymnasts and gold medallists, Simone Biles, left and Gabby 
Douglas celebrate on the podium during the medal ceremony 
for the artistic gymnastics women’s team at the 2016 Summer 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 


Associated Press 


Olympic gymnastics champion Gabby Douglas says she is aiming 
for the 2024 Paris Games 


SPORTS 
Friday 14 July 2023 
A16 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— There was a time a year 
ago; six months ago, even 
that Ons Jabeur might not 
have recovered from the 
deficit she found herself 
in during the Wimbledon 
semifinals. Down a set. 
Down a break in the sec- 
ond set. So close to being 
just a game from defeat. 
She credits a sports psy- 
chologist with helping her 
understand how to deal 
with those on-court situ- 
ations, with managing to 
keep her focus, keep her 
strokes on-target. Thanks in 
part to that, and a steadi- 
ness down the stretch at 
Centre Court on Thursday, 
Jabeur is on her way to a 
second consecutive final 
at the All England Club and 
her third title match in the 
past five Grand Slam tour- 
naments. 
Now she wants to win a 
trophy. The sixth-seeded 
Jabeur earned the right 
to play for one again by 
beating big-hitting Aryna 
Sabalenka 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-3. 
“I’m very proud of my- 
self, because maybe old 
me would have lost the 
match today and went 
back home already. But 
I’m glad that I kept dig- 
ging very deep and finding 
the strength,” said Jabeur, 
a 28-year-old from Tunisia 
who already was the only 
Arab woman and only 
North African woman to 


reach a major final. 
“I’m learning to transform 
the bad energy into a good 
one,” Jabeur said, explain- 
ing that she was able to get 
over the anger she felt after 
the first set. “Some things I 
have no control over: She 
can ace any time. She can 
hit the big serve, even if I 
have a break point. That’s 
frustrating a bit. But I’m 
glad that I’m accepting it 
and I’m digging deep to 
just go and win this match 
and, hopefully, this tourna- 
ment.” 
To do that, Jabeur will need 
to get past Marketa Von- 


drousova, 
a 
left-hander 
from the Czech Republic, 
on Saturday. Vondrousova 
became the first unseeded 
women’s finalist at Wimble- 
don since Billie Jean King 
in 1963 by eliminating Elina 
Svitolina 6-3, 6-3. 
Like Jabeur, Vondrousova 
has been to a major final 
before. Like Jabeur, she’s 
never won one, having 
been the runner-up at the 
2019 French Open as a 
teen. 
“We’re both hungry,” Ja- 
beur said. So far, Jabeur is 
0-2 in Slam finals. She lost to 
Elena Rybakina at the All 


England Club last July and 
to Iga Swiatek at the U.S. 
Open last September. 
Jabeur’s win over No. 2 
Sabalenka, 
the 
Austra- 
lian Open champion in 
January, followed victories 
against three other major 
title winners: No. 3 Rybaki- 
na, No. 9 Petra Kvitova and 
Bianca Andreescu. 
“I want to make my path 
worth it,” Jabeur said. 
Thursday’s triumph, which 
came by collecting 10 of 
the last 13 games, prevent- 
ed Sabalenka from replac- 
ing Swiatek at No. 1 in the 
rankings. 


“I had so many opportu- 
nities,” said Sabalenka, a 
25-year-old from Belarus 
who was not allowed to 
compete at Wimbledon 
last year because all play- 
ers from her country and 
from Russia were banned 
over the war in Ukraine. 
“Overall, I didn’t play my 
best tennis today. It was 
just, like, a combo of every- 
thing. A little bit of nerves, 
a little bit of luck for her at 
some points.” 
Jabeur trailed 4-2 in the 
second set when she be- 
gan to turn things around. 
But not before Sabalenka 
came within a point from 
leading 5-3 after Jabeur 
put a forehand into the net 
and fell onto her back on 
the grass of Centre Court. 
She dusted herself off and 
broke to take that game 
and begin the comeback. 
When 
she 
delivered 
a 
backhand return winner to 
force the match to a third 
set, Jabeur held her right in- 
dex finger to her ear, then 
raised it and wagged it as 
she strutted to the change- 
over. 
Sabalenka’s shots missed 
the mark repeatedly. She 
finished with far more un- 
forced errors than Jabeur: 
The margins were 14-5 in 
the last set and 45-15 for 
the match. 
“I was little bit emotionally 
down, then she was up,” 
said Sabalenka, who hit 10 
aces but also double-fault- 
ed five times. q 


Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur celebrates beating Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus to win their women’s singles 
semifinal match on day eleven of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 
13, 2023. 
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Ons Jabeur is in a second consecutive Wimbledon final 


By The Associated Press 
Longtime ESPN college basketball analyst Dick Vitale says he has been diagnosed with 
cancer for a third time. 
Vitale tweeted Wednesday that he had surgery in Boston this week, and tests revealed 
that he has vocal cord cancer. He said he will undergo six weeks of radiation treat- 
ments. 
“I plan to fight like hell to be ready to call games when the college hoops season kicks 
off in the fall,” Vitale tweeted, adding that his doctor “feels that scenario is entirely pos- 
sible.” 
The 84-year-old Vitale has previously been treated for melanoma and lymphoma. He 
celebrated being cancer-free in April of last year. 
Vitale has been with ESPN since 1979, the year the network launched. He called ESPN’s 
first college basketball broadcast. He’s also a longtime fundraiser for cancer research. 
Vitale helped friend Jim Valvano to the stage at the 1993 ESPYs, where Valvano deliv- 
ered his famous “Don’t give up” speech. Valvano died of adenocarcinoma less than 
two months later.q 


Dick Vitale prepares to announce an NCAA college basketball 
game between Michigan State and Kentucky, Nov. 15, 2022, in 
Indianapolis. 
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ESPN’s Dick Vitale diagnosed with 
cancer for a 3rd time 


